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Phonics and Reading

Our new Phonics programme ELS has got off to a super start in Early Years and
across Key Stage 1. Thank you for your support so far with helping your child to
practise their sounds in their sound book and to read their home reading book.
To provide you with an oversight of how we teach phonics and how you can
support your child, we would like to invite Reception and Year 1 parents to a
Phonics workshop on Wednesday 28t September at 5:00pm. During the
workshop we will look at how to pronounce the phonics sounds, how to help
your child with blending and segmenting for spelling and share information
about the statutory Year 1 Phonics Screening check which will take place in June
2023. This workshop would also benefit parents of children in Year 2 and above
who still require support with phonics. Please let us know if you are unable to
attend. Thank you

Harvest

This year, Brancepeth Class will be leading our Harvest Assembly on Monday
10th October. Parents of children in Brancepeth Class are invited along to
our Harvest Assembly at 9:15am. We will be collecting donations for the
Durham Foodbank this year and would very much welcome your donations
of tinned foods, packet food and non-perishable items during the week
beginning Monday 3 October. Thank you for your support.

Home Walk project

The children in Years 4, 5 and 6 received booklets before the summer holidays
about taking part in the Home Walk Project. Some children have already
returned their booklets to school but, do not worry, as the project has extended
their deadline to Friday 4t November! This means that you can make the most
of autumn evenings and weekends, squeezing in a few more walks. The children
who have completed the booklets will get a medal of achievement as will those
who have made an effort to do some walks. Every child MUST fill in the short
questionnaire at the back of the sticker booklet in order to get their medal.

Please could you encourage your children to visit the website to watch our
bitesize videos. www.homewalkproject.co.uk



http://www.homewalkproject.co.uk/

Parent Governor Vacancy

We currently have one Parent Governor vacancy on our Governing Body. Our
Governing Body is made up of staff, parents of children in our school and
members of the local community who all volunteer their time to oversee the
work of our school. Our Governing Body has three key functions:

o Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction;

o Holding the Head Teacher to account for the educational performance of
the organisation and its pupils, and the performance management of staff;
and

o Overseeing the financial performance of the organisation and making sure
its money is well spent.

Our Governing Body is not involved in the day to day running of the school; it is
there to provide support and challenge and to ensure all decisions are well
informed and made with the best interests of the children in mind. We review
and approve policies for various areas of school life, agree budgets and keep an
eye on finances across the year. We discuss and vote on major strategic
decisions.

We are looking for someone who has a knowledge of HR (Human Resources)
processes and/or knowledge of buildings and premises. We would also like
someone who has a keen interest in PE and school sport. We are currently
looking for expressions of interest from parents and would encourage you to
email school outlining how your skills and knowledge would support our
Governing Body. We can arrange for you to speak to one of our Governors who
will be able to explain more about the role if this would be helpful. Should we
receive a number of expressions of interest, we would need to move to a formal
ballot process. Please have any expressions of interest to us by Monday 26t
September. Thank you.

Attendance
Please see updated information on website Attendance & School Holidays
(nevillescross.durham.sch.uk)

Meet the Teacher Presentations

All presentations are now on our website — please follow the link to the ‘Our
Classes’ section. Qur Classes (nevillescross.durham.sch.uk)



https://www.nevillescross.durham.sch.uk/parents/school-holidays/
https://www.nevillescross.durham.sch.uk/parents/school-holidays/
https://www.nevillescross.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/

Sports News

Well done to our Y6 playground leaders
who have completed their training today
and ably supported Aydon and Alnwick
classes in their inter-house competition.

Congratulation to our boys team who won
the Daniel O’Hare Football Competition.

Open Events for Reception and Nursery Prospective Parents

We have open events for prospective parents of children who are due to start
school in September 2023 to come and have a look around school. To book a
place on one of these sessions, please call or email school.

Tuesday 18 October, 5.00-6.30pm.
Thursday 17 November, 5.00-6.30pm.
Wednesday 7 December, 5.00-6.30pm.

The following sessions are for prospective nursery parents to come and have a
look around: Tuesday 11 October and Tuesday 29 November, 5.00-6.30pm.



Nursery News

This week in nursery the children have been continuing to get to know each
other and the nursery, its rhythms and routines. The water has been so popular!
We've had lots of splashing and pouring of water down guttering, into bottles
and in water wheels! The role play home has been busy with breakfasts, picnics,
baby meals and cleaning dirty dishes! We've also enjoyed the classic tale Dear
Zoo and dancing to The Animal Boogie.

We hope you are enjoying seeing the Tapestry photographs of your child playing
in nursery. Further information about what we are learning, as well as a photo
request, are also on Tapestry.

Please be sure to send your child to nursery with a coat, we go out in all
weathers and it can be cool as well as sometimes wet!

Also, please name your child's water bottle, sometimes the name rubs off as the
bottle is washed. Thanks so much.

Best wishes,
The Nursery Team

Nursery Meet the Teacher event has been rescheduled to
Tuesday 4t October with presentations being given at 4.30
and 5.00. This presentation will be available on our
website after the event.



Awards and Celebrations

Star of the Week

Think about everyone’s right to learn

Alnwick Persy Bowes Rufus
Auckland Martha Brancepeth | Axel
Aydon Sumayyah Lindisfarne | Ethan
Barnard Aleen Warkworth | Eva
Bamburgh Isla
Reader of the Week
Alnwick Harriet Bowes Betty
Auckland Wilfie Brancepeth | Cassidy
Aydon Eli Lindisfarne | Willow
Barnard Timmy Warkworth | Daniel
Bamburgh Toby

Tidiest Classroom — Lambton

Happy Birthday to Josie, Bamburgh; Anna,
Lumley; Oscar, Barnard; Caleb, Brancepeth;




