
Project Coverage Overview                                                      Reception  Project: Magnificent Me! – What makes me, me? 

Our project for the first half term will include teacher led and child-initiated activities both indoors and outdoors.  

Activities will be planned to cover all the areas of learning: Communication and Language, Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Physical Development, Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding of the World and 

Expressive Arts and Design.  

The interests of the children often take our learning in alternative directions to those planned.  

In Communication and Language we will … In Personal, Social and Emotional Development we 
will… 

In Physical Development we will … In Phonics we will … 
(Essential Letters and Sounds) 

* Follow instructions with one or two parts 

* Showing good listening skills at group and story time, and 

when playing with others  

* Listen to stories and begin to remember and recall what 

has happened 

* Understand and respond to simple “why” questions 

* Talk to others in various situations, knowing when it is my 

turn to speak and when it is my turn to listen 

* Share our ideas about concepts and topics with familiar 

adults as well as my friends 

* Begin to use a wider range of vocabulary  

* Express myself in various ways using my words 

* Begin to use a range of tenses correctly, for example 

jump, jumps, jumped, jumping 

* Begin to use increasingly complex sentences 

 

 

* Transition to my new school, getting to know the 

expectations and routines 

* Understand the rules within the classroom and try to 

make the right choices  

* Talk about how we feel and recognise our emotions 

* Begin to calm myself if we become upset (we may still 

need support with this) 

* Begin to complete a short term goal with support 

* Follow simple instructions  

* Begin to adapt to a range of social situations and people 

we may not know 

* Use the toilet independently, washing and drying our 

own hands (or ask for help if I need it) 

* Take off own jacket and put on own shoes (they may not 

be on the correct feet!) 

* Begin to play cooperatively with our new friends 

* Begin to notice and discuss similarities between myself 

and others 

* Skip, hop and balance on one leg independently  

* Begin to master: rolling, crawling, walking, jumping, 

running, hopping, skipping, climbing 

* Begin to throw and kick large balls with increasing 

accuracy 

* Show a preference for a dominant hand (either left 

or right) 

* Hold a pencil comfortable beginning to exert control 

and pressure 

* Draw a recognisable picture for example a self 

portrait 

* Draw large circles and lines using shoulder muscles 

to do so 

* Move the scissors along the paper to cut straight line 

(may be with support) 

* Begin to understand the need for basic safety  

* Begin to use the balance bicycles and scooters 

 

* Orally blend and segment words 

  

Week One: s a t p  

Week Two: i n m d—I, the, no 

Week Three: g o c k—put, of is 

Week Four: ck e u r—to, go, into 

Week Five: ss—pull  

Week Six: h b f ff l ll—as, his 

 

 

In Literacy we will ... In Mathematics we will … In Understanding of the World we will … In Expressive Arts and Design we will … 

* Copy or write my own first name, attempting to form 

letters correctly 

* Give meaning to marks—make meaningful marks, letters 

and symbols  

* Begin to orally segment words for example c-a-t and begin 

to blend sounds in CVC words together 

* Retell a simple past event in the correct order—use talk to 

explain what is happening and what may happen 

* Discuss familiar stories, identifying events, characters and 

story settings  

* Handle books and touch screen technology carefully, 

accurately and the write way up 

* Join in with familiar rhymes, refrains, songs, poems and 

predictable familiar stories 

 * Orally recite numbers in order from 0 all the way up to 

10 

* Say one number name for each item in order 1,2,3,4,5 

and show fijnger numbers up to 5 

* Begin to subitize up to 3 items, objects or symbols 

* Begin to compare quantities using the mathematical 

language more than, fewer than 

* Recall simple sequences of events in stories or real life 

(past events) 

* Continue and copy simple patterns ie stripes, spots, 

zigzags 

* Sort objects according to a common theme such as 

colour, shape, or type 

* Explore capacity using basic mathematical language such 

as full, empty, half full   

* Name some members of our family and talk about 

them 

* Talk about ourselves and think about how we have 

changed since being a baby 

* Understand that people are different and be 

understanding and accepting of differences 

* Talk about different parts of the world: Durham, the 

North East, England and the wider world 

* When outside, talk about what we can see sing an 

increasingly wide range of vocabulary 

* Talk about what we can see in our own environment, 

house, school, garden 

* Explore and talk about our five senses: smell, taste, 

sight, hearing, touch 

 * Begin to join materials together using stick glue, PVA 

and sellotape 

* Find out about Mondrian as an artist and the techniques 

used 

* Make pictures and representations in the style of Andy 

Goldsworthy transient art 

* Explore colours and shades related to Autumn: red, 

orange, yellow, brown 

* Making fruit kebabs 

* Experiment with sound: loud, fast, quiet, slow 

* Use names for familiar instruments 

* Draw representations of things we see: draw an 

enclosed shape and give it meaning 



* Hear, learn and use new vocabulary influenced by books 

(fiction and non fiction) 

* Talk extensively about something that we find 

interesting—use talk to pretend during play 

* Recognise rhythm in spoken words as well as in poems, 

songs and repetitive stories 

* Identify the initial sounds in most words and identify 

when words have the same initial sound 

* Explore capacity using a range of non-standard 

equipment  

* Begin to solve very simple problems within play 

 

 

* Explore the scientific concepts of materials and 

forces through exploration and play 

* Understand that weather can change and that there 

are seasonal difference 

* Use an iPad to take photographs and to draw a self 

portrait 

* RE focus—Shabbat and Harvest as celebrated within 

a church  

* Experiment with chalk, paint, paper, pencils, pens, 

crayons, whiteboard pens, water  and sensory 

materials 

* Use imagination in role play and small world play 

* Move to music and copy basic movements 

* Sing a song as part of a group and make up our own “silly 

songs” 

 

 

Vocabulary Reception Autumn 1: Magnificent Me! 

Reading 

Author, title, front/back cover, page, sounds, beginning with, 

rhyme, phoneme, word, sentence, story, fiction, characters, non-

fiction, rhyme, song, rhyming words, Question words: What? 

Where? How? Why? Who?  

Maths 

Number, same, different, count, order, equal, subitise, number names (0-10), 

how many, count, larger, smaller, largest, smallest, in between, on, back, 

forwards, backwards, altogether, same, different, liquid, pouring, heavier, 

lighter, heaviest, lightest, same, full, half full, empty, haplf empty, compare 

PSHCE 

Discuss, explain, describe, behaviour, choice, consequences, rules, 

environment, friend, friendship, different, similar, special, share, kind, 

celebrate, ‘turn taking,’ feelings, working as a team 

Humans 

Skin, herbivore, face, carnivore, hair omnivore, leg, human, knee, 

animal, arm, fish, elbow, birds, back, head, toes, ear, hands, eye, 

fingers, mouth, nose, senses, touch, hearing, sight, taste, smell. 

Forces 

Force, rotate, solid, liquid, gravity, float, sink, up, down, top, bottom, surface, 

move, roll, drop, fly, turn, spin, fall, fast, slow, faster, slower, fastest, slowest, 

further, furthest, wind, air, water, blow, bounce 

 

Materials 

Waterproof, translucent, transparent, opaque, smooth, rough, 

bumpy, material, metal, wood, rock, plastic, hard, glass, soft, paper, 

fabric, material, smooth, shiny, rough,  

RE (Harvest/Shabbat/Christmas 

Birthday, Christmas, Easter, Eid, Hanukkah, belief, Muslim, 

Jewish, Christian, celebration, religion, opinion, unique, 

community, traditions, now, yesterday, tomorrow, before, later, 

soon, a long time ago 

Working creatively 

Join, stick, fold, Sellotape, masking tape, glue, attach, roller, cutter, knife, paint 

pot, texture, thin brush, thick brush, design, plan, zig-zag, straight, build, 

construct, colour names, shades, dark, light, Mondrian, Goldsworthy, transient 

art,  

My life and my family 

Now, yesterday, tomorrow, before, later, soon, old, a long time ago, 

baby, child, adult, teenager, birthday, younger, older, growing 

Technology 

Ipad/tablet, app, touch screen, select, click, screen, technology  

My place in the world 

Countryside, city, seaside, town, village, city, road, path, habitat, church, 

synagogue, mosque, cathedral, detached, semi-detached, terraced, cottage, 

flats, apartment 

 

The world around me 

Seasons; Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter, Clouds, rain, sunshine, 

thunder, wind, fog, snow, frost, sleet 

PE (walking/jumping My PE) 

Slowly, quickly, rhythm, fluidity, warm up, cool down, control, 

travel, turn, direction, space, stretch, together, apart, floor, 

balance, direction, up, down, forwards, backwards, safe, safely, 

listen, body parts 

Music 

Loud, quiet, fast, slow, beat, melody, nursery rhyme, rhythm, song, sing, 

instrument names 

 

 


