
Meet the Teacher and Class 
Information meeting

Welcome to Lambton and Lumley! 
September 2022



Key Staff

• Class teachers:
Miss Hillery (Lambton)
Miss Bell (Lumley)
• PPA Cover: Mrs Talbot
• Teaching Assistants:
Mrs Talbot 
Mrs Sedgewick
Mrs Wilson
Mrs Sugden



Timetable for Lambton and Lumley

• Please note that timetables may be subject to change as needed



School behaviour system and rewards 
systems

At Neville’s Cross, we encourage all pupils to take responsibility for their 
own high standards of behaviour so that we can all learn in a safe, happy 
environment.
Our approach is primarily to award positive behaviour through making 
‘Good Choices.’ All children begin every lesson on ‘Good Choices’. Where 
a child’s behaviour does not meet the expectations and may be 
impacting on other’s learning or safety, reminders and warnings may be 
given.
We have a variety of ways in which we reward positive behaviour: 
• Verbal praise, thumbs up, stickers
• Housepoints
• Individual rewards – Let’s Celebrate stamps. When 5 stamps are 

collected in the planner, children will visit Mrs Brannan for a small 
prize.

• Celebration Assembly – each week a ‘Reader of the Week’ is chosen 
and a ‘Star of the Week’ which is linked to our Jigsaw learning and 
values.



Uniform
Please make sure that all your child’s clothes and belongings are 

named.

* We would appreciate your support in ensuring the children wear 
their correct school uniform as outlined on the school website. 

* No jewellery of any kind should be worn, including earrings for safety 
reasons.  

• Children should wear suitable school shoes at all times.

• Long hair should be tied back please.

• We politely ask that your child does not bring a backpack to school –
we simply do not have enough space to store bulky bags. School have 
provided a reading folder for your child in which they can store their 
reading book and a planner.



PE

In Lambton and Lumley, the children will have a P.E 
lessons on Wednesday.

Until Christmas all PE lessons will be indoors. Indoor PE kit 
to be kept in school. 

• Indoor P.E Uniform – Black shorts, white round-necked t-
shirt, trainers.



Forest School
•We are looking forward to visiting our onsite woodland area. As part of our Forest School 
sessions the children will be able to explore the woods, build dens and take part in lots of fun 
activities. 

•Every child in Reception has access to the Forest School area at different times during the year. 
The children visit the area in small groups. Our sessions take place on a Friday afternoon.

• We welcome parent /grandparent volunteers to our sessions. If you are interested in helping 
us at any of the sessions, please let Miss Bell know. 

• The children will bring home a letter when their series of sessions are about to begin. 
Children will come to school in Forest School clothes when it is their session. 

• Their kit should include: Wellies or hiking boots 
Waterproofs that can get covered in mud and be washed easily
Extra socks (essential)

Warm layers or clothes that can get dirty
Winter hats, gloves
A spare carrier bag 



Curriculum Projects

• Autumn 1 – Magnificent Me!
• Autumn 2 – Turrets and Tiaras.
• Spring 1 – On the Move!
• Spring 2 – Stomp! Stomp! What happened to the dinosaurs?
• Summer 1 – Circle of Life.
• Summer 2 - Under the Sea.



Phonics
• From September 2022, we are rolling out a new phonics programme called 

Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS). This programme has been fully validated by 
the DfE. 

• During Reception and Year 1 – 2, all pupils will take part in a daily phonics lesson 
where a new sound (phoneme) is taught. Children are taught rhymes/ditties to 
help them remember the sound and how to write it correctly. 

• In each lesson, the children are taught how to blend sounds together to read 
words and how to segment words into sounds to spell them. At the end of the 
lesson input, children will complete a workbook to help them practise applying 
the phonics they have learned. 

• At the end of each week, your child will read a phonically decodable book which 
is precisely matched to that week’s phonic teaching. It is vital that they read this 
book multiple times to develop their confidence and fluency. This book will be 
read both in school and at home. More information about the phonic programme 
can be found on our school website: 
https://www.nevillescross.durham.sch.uk/curriculum/reading/phonics/

https://www.nevillescross.durham.sch.uk/curriculum/reading/phonics/


Reading
• At Neville’s Cross our aim is to teach children to read effectively and for enjoyment. We want all of our 

children to love books. 
• We understand the importance of regular practice of reading and the vital role parents and carers play. 

We ask that you support your child to read for at least 10 minutes every day. 
• In Reception/Year 1, your child will bring home one/two books on a Friday. One of these books is 

matched to the phonics learning which has been taught that week and an additional book may be sent 
home to revisit some prior teaching. It is essential that each book is read at least four times to help 
your child build their confidence, sight vocabulary and fluency. Your child should bring these books into 
school everyday in their reading folder, along with their planner for practice in school. Books will be 
collected in on Wednesday so that new books can be prepared for the Friday. School has spent a 
considerable amount of money on buying new books, therefore it is vital that books are returned to 
school and charges will be issued for lost or damaged books. We also have an online subscription to 
Oxford Owl where your child can access a library of phonically decodable eBooks– login details and 
instructions will be provided.

• Your child will also visit the school library regularly (fortnightly) to bring home an additional book to 
read for enjoyment. 

• We ask that you record any reading completed at home in your child’s planner, including wider books 
read for enjoyment and bedtime stories! We aim to celebrate these in class.



Maths
• In Lambton and Lumley our Maths activities are mostly practical. We encourage the children to 

use manipulative resources to help them to solve problems and to deepen their understanding of 
number.

• We have a focus on 'subitising'. Subitising is the ability to look at a small number of objects and 
instantly recognise how many there are without needing to count. Subitising is recognised as a 
really important skill in early mathematical development in young children, and it’s really 
important to develop and practise subitising even before the skill of counting.

• Subitising is important because: It develops understanding of what numbers mean or how many 
‘things’ a number refers to, It develops pattern recognition and It reduces over-reliance on 
counting. Subitising is actually more efficient than counting when we are looking at smaller 
numbers. If a child can instantly see that there are, three objects this saves them from having to 
count them individually.

• In Lambton and Lumley we ask the questions: What do you see? How do you see it? We 
encourage the children to notice groups in the environment around them, distinguish between 
groups (three/not three) and to sort and classify objects.

• For more information about subitising: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lwt7NgfeZRY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lwt7NgfeZRY


Homework and home learning

• We thank you in anticipation of the amazing support you will offer 
your child to consolidate their learning at home. Our aim is that 
homework should not be onerous and therefore consists of:

• Phonics homework – this will be posted on Tapestry and shared in 
the Sounds Book sent home daily

• Reading – previous slide at least 4 times per week but ideally 10 
minutes daily

• Maths facts – regular practice on Numbots is essential to help your 
child learn their number bonds.

• From time to time, class teachers may suggest activities / research 
to support our learning in the wider curriculum, e.g. research for 
history topic.



Home School Communication

• School Weekly newsletter – published on a Friday afternoon (text link sent) 
and contains key dates, messages.

• Half-termly class newsletter with key information related to that half-term, 
e.g. PE days, projects and home learning tasks on school website

• Please like our Facebook page where we celebrate lots of the fun events 
and successes. 

• Planners – useful for quick notes and messages to staff. 
• Class emails – nxlambton@durhamlearning.net
nxlumley @durhamlearning.net
– Please note that class emails are checked once weekly so if the message is 
urgent, please contact the school office. 

mailto:nxlambton@durhamlearning.net
mailto:nxlambton@durhamlearning.net


Tapestry

• Tapestry is our online journal where we document your child’s learning and 
progress and is also a fantastic way to share this with parents. 

• Please download the free app or use the browser to (instructions are also 
available on the school website 
https://www.nevillescross.durham.sch.uk/curriculum/home-learning/) to 
access your child’s learning journal. You will have received an email link to 
activate your relative access. Once logged in you will be able to see regular 
photographs of learning activities and special achievements your child has 
made. The children love to see the likes and comments you make (as do 
the teachers) so please feel free to give the posts you see a like and a 
comment. 

• We also welcome families to upload photographs of the home learning 
completed at home and the wider family activities you complete, e.g. visits, 
cooking activities as the children love to share these in class. 

https://www.nevillescross.durham.sch.uk/curriculum/home-learning/


How you can support your child at home…
• To familiarise yourself with the end of year expectations for your 

child, please visit our School Website and the class page at: 
https://www.nevillescross.durham.sch.uk/early-years/

https://www.nevillescross.durham.sch.uk/early-years/lambton-lumley/

• Here you will find copies of our class newsletters.

https://www.nevillescross.durham.sch.uk/early-years/
https://www.nevillescross.durham.sch.uk/early-years/lambton-lumley/


Statutory Assessment information
• On entry to Reception Class, our teachers must assess children using the 

new National Baseline Assessment within their first six weeks. This 
provides no specific feedback or information regarding outcomes to school 
and will be used as a future measure of progress of your child’s journey 
through school by the DfE.

• At the end of Reception all children are assessed against the Early Years 
Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP). The EYFSP provides a summary and 
describes children’s learning. It provides children’s outcomes in relation to 
Early Learning Goal descriptors. Staff will also complete a short narrative 
describing the child’s characteristics of effective learning. The outcome of 
the profile will be shared with parents.



Key Dates for Autumn Term
• w.c. 3.10.22 – School Democracy week – school council and 

house captain elections
• October – Black History Month
• 10.10.22 Harvest Collection for Durham Foodbank
• 12.10.22 or 19.10.22 pm Stay and play
• w.c. 7.11.22 Parents’ meetings via TEAMs
• W.c. 14.11.22 Anti-bullying Week
• Friday 18.11.22 Children in Need
• Thursday 24.11.22 PTA Christmas Market event
• w.c. 12.12.22: Christmas parties, pantomime, Carol Concert 

(KS2), Early Years Singalong, Christmas Fayre/Fun Afternoon



Any questions?



Thank you!

•Thank you for 
coming. We look 
forward to working 
together to help 
your child have a 
wonderful year in 
Lambton and 
Lumley!
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