
Project Coverage Overview                                                      Spring 1 - Geography Focus 

Year 3/4 Project: Home and Away - What have the rivers of the North East done for us? 

Our project for the first half term includes science, the foundation subjects excluding history and DT (covered next half term) and opportunities to apply skills as readers, writers and mathematicians across other lessons.   
Details of end of year expectations for core areas are included in your child’s planner.   
 

As writers we will … As artists we will … As geographers we will … As scientists we will … In RE we will ... 

• Record our opinion about famous 
paintings 

• Ask questions about an unknown 
topic 

• Report on local river levels 
• Plan and write an investigation 

linked to changing states of matter 
• Write an information text about 

River animals 
 
 

• Look at and compare the different 
paintings of Norman Cornish 

• Explore making colours lighter and 
darker 

• Talk about warm and cold colours 
and how colour can express the 
mood 

• describe and understand key aspects of 
rivers 

• identify human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (including coasts and rivers), 
and land-use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 

• describe the human and physical 
features in the local environment. 

• compare maps with aerial photographs 
• design and record an investigation 

• To compare and group materials 

together, according to whether they are 

solids, liquids or gases by sorting and 

describing materials into solids, liquids 

and gases. 

• To compare and group materials 

together, according to whether they are 

solids, liquids or gases by investigating 

gases and their uses. 

• To observe that some materials change 

state when they are heated or cooled, 

and measure or research the 

temperature at which this happens in 

degrees Celsius (°C) by investigating 

how heating and cooling can change a 

material’s state. 

• To observe that some materials change 

state when they are heated or cooled, 

and measure or research the 

temperature at which this happens in 

degrees Celsius (°C) by exploring how 

water can change its state to a solid, 

liquid or a gas 

• To associate the rate of evaporation 

with temperature by investigating the 

effect of temperature on drying 

washing. 

•  To make systematic, careful and 

accurate observations and 

measurements and report on findings 

from enquiries by displaying results and 

conclusions by investigating the effect of 

temperature on drying washing. 

• To identify the part played by 

evaporation and condensation in the 

water cycle by creating a model of the 

water cycle. 

• Understand why people visit Durham 
Cathedral today 

• Make links with religious figures and 
recap the story of St Cuthbert 

• Describe meanings for symbols inside 
Durham Cathedral 

• Compare aspects of our own 
experiences with that of others and the 
influence the cathedral has on people 
today 

As readers we will … As linguists we will … 

• Find and retrieve information about 

River Browney 

• Research river bank animal facts 

• Explore the layout of information texts 

 

At school 
• Be able to respond to questions using 

one-word answers or gestures. 
• Use numbers in a sentence to tell the 

time with some support. 

• Repeat basic questions. 

• Pronounce vocabulary, including 

articles, correctly with some support 

and visual aid. 

• Copy down singular nouns with their 

article. 

• Pronounce some French sounds 

correctly. 

• Follow a story as it is read, with visual 

prompts. 

• Identify a sound in a song with some 

help. 

• Understand that plural nouns have a 

different article to singular nouns. 

As mathematicians we will ... As programmers in Computing we will … As musicians we will ... As citizens we will … As a sports person in PE we will …. 



• Use measurements to record in an 
investigation. 

• Read the temperature on a scale 
• Create tables to show and compare data 

• Know the warning signs and what is and 
isn’t acceptable use 

• Be able to send and respond to an email 
• Choose and use a program 

appropriately. 
• Be able to sequence events 
• Create an animation using stop motion. 

• Identify key features of rap and grime 
music.  

• Move to music in time.  
• Use technical musical terms correctly 

including pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, timbre, texture, structure, 
notation.  

• Explore dreams and goals and how 
everyone has different dreams and goals 
in life 

• show respect of others’ differences, 
choices and beliefs 

• look at characteristics of friendships, 
including mutual respect, truthfulness, 
trustworthiness, loyalty, kindness, 
generosity, trust, sharing interests and 
experiences and support with problems 
and difficulties. 

• Look how to problem solve  
• Build resilience 

• Show differences in running at speed 
and jogging 

• Use different techniques to meet 
challenges 

• Describe different ways of running 

• Perform jumps with control 

• Explain how to improve 

• Understand why mental and physical 
activity is good for well being 

• Develop strength, flexibility and co-
ordination, with controlled breathing 
and balance 

• Improve understanding of others and 
show patience and understanding 

 


