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Monday 4th January, 2021 

School Opening Tomorrow 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am sure that you will have seen much coverage over the weekend regarding school opening this week. For the next 

two weeks, there are some schools in Durham that are only opening to vulnerable children and to those whose parents 

are critical workers. These decisions have been made at school level by school leaders. We have received 

communication from the local authority which acknowledges the impossible situation that school leaders have been put 

in and shares that they support individual school decisions. Each school context is different and many factors are taken 

into consideration. For example, our school has a large number of children whose parents are key/ critical workers and 

as such class sizes with these children together with vulnerable children would be almost at capacity. We would like to 

confirm that we will be open to all children tomorrow. 

As has been the case since March, we have spent much time reviewing our robust risk assessment, making regular 

adjustments to ensure that we minimise risk wherever possible. While we cannot guarantee positive cases not occurring 

in school we will continue to work hard to prevent the spread of coronavirus in our school community. These measures 

include strict hygiene and cleaning; regular hand washing; children learning, playing and eating in phase bubbles and 

leaders acting promptly if anyone displays symptoms of covid. However, as with any primary school we cannot 

guarantee social distancing at Neville’s Cross due to the physical school environment and the nature in which primary 

aged children learn and play. 

We recognise that currently coming to work is very worrying for our staff and we are very thankful, that despite their 

shared legitimate worries and concerns, they are dedicated and committed to providing a happy environment where our 

children can continue to learn, during these difficult circumstances.  

We understand that this is a worrying time for us all. We understand concerns that you may have and respect the 

choices that you make around your child’s attendance at school over the next two weeks. Usual absence reporting 

procedures apply from tomorrow. Please keep us up to date. 

We request that you continue to support us to work together to minimise risk when you access the school grounds. 

Please only come at your child’s allocated time for collection to reduce waiting time on the playground. Unless you are 

exempt, please continue to wear a face covering when you drop and collect your child(ren). 

A reminder that your child should not return tomorrow if: 

✓ They have symptoms of coronavirus, 

✓ Someone in their household or support bubble has symptoms of coronavirus 

✓ They are awaiting a coronavirus test result 

✓ Someone in their household or support bubble is awaiting a coronavirus test result 

✓ They have been told to isolate by Test and Trace 

✓ They are poorly with symptoms of another virus or infection (e.g. sickness) 

Please note, that the isolation period for both positive cases and close contacts is now 10 days not 14 days. This is 10 

days from the start of symptoms if you test positive. This is 10 days from 48 hours prior to a close contact displaying 

symptoms which result in a positive test result. If symptoms and illness continue beyond this isolation can last longer.  

If circumstances change at Neville’s Cross we will be in touch further.  

Thank you for your overwhelming support since March,  

Mrs C Ferguson 
Acting Headteacher 
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