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Monday 25th January, 2021 

Home Learning 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we begin another week of lockdown I thought that it may be helpful to share our thoughts, guidance and 

expectations about children learning at home. I have spoken to many parents in the last couple of weeks 

and although everyone’s circumstances are slightly different there a similar themes and experiences for all. 

Expectations from the DfE 

Guidance from the DfE was shared in the Autumn and again at the beginning of this term, with changes. 

The expectation is that schools set work that is equivalent in length to the core teaching that children would 

receive in school, which includes time to complete the tasks set by teachers. As a minimum this is 3 hours 

for children in KS1 (Years 1 and 2) and 4 hours for children in KS2 (Years 3 to 6).  

What do we expect at Neville’s Cross? 

As days and weeks pass we are increasingly aware of the difficulties faced at home trying to balance 

supporting children learning at home while juggling work, study and siblings of different ages. The well-

being and mental health of your child and family continues to be paramount and the most important thing 

as we are in the midst of another national lockdown and partial school closure. 

We will continue to provide new learning and opportunities for children to practise basic skills using the 

format seen on Seesaw or Tapestry. But we do understand if not all is completed each day. Yes, please 

focus on maths and English but also on what engages your child.  

Expectations of schools were much different last year and this does put us and all schools in a difficult 

position. We are encouraged to encourage you to support your child to learn at home with what school 

have provided each day. But that does not supersede you knowing what is and what will work best at home 

for your child and family. If dipping into a little of the maths and project task one day and reading and maths 

the next keeps home happy then please worry less about getting through everything that is set. The last 

thing we want is our children feeling unhappy, anxious or stressed. We still encourage your child to use 

Bug Club, TTRockstars and Spelling Shed, and children are still learning when accessing these platforms.  

Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week. This is very timely I think. We will be encouraging less screen 

time and will be suggesting activities that support your child to think about how they can help and express 

themselves (with support), reflect and be happy in these difficult times when it feels that they are stuck at 

home and they are so missing their friends and family.  

We have been through this before, albeit it does feel different this time, and although as a staff team we 

know how incredible each and every child is, we were still astounded at the attitude, approach and 

excellent progress that children made across the curriculum in Autumn when all children returned to school 

following the lockdown last Summer. I think what I am trying to say is please worry less, we understand the 

challenges faced by everyone. 
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Marking 

We have received feedback from a number of parents querying marking of work on Seesaw. Staff are 

working extremely hard to provide feedback in a sensitive and timely way. Some days older children may 

be provided with answers to maths questions, as an example, and that’s ok for your child to mark their own 

work. This method is also sometimes used in school. Staff will still continue to work hard and gauge an 

overview of all of the work that your child is engaging with. As much as is possible remotely, staff are 

following the marking policy used in school for consistency for the children.  

Device survey 

Thank you to all who completed the survey about access to devices and remote learning. We have 

received the small number of laptops and are now just awaiting our technician to set them up. I am assured 

this will be completed by Friday. They will then be distributed to the small number of families who have no 

access to any device.  

We have applied for and have now received a number of sim cards from Vodafone that contain 30Gb of 

data that lasts for 90 days. If you would like one of these please text the school text system with DATA SIM 

and we will organise a time for you to collect one. 

Paper based learning 

A number of you have requested to move to paper-based learning via the recent device access survey. I’m 

sorry that I did not explain this well enough. Children will still need to access the teaching videos on 

Seesaw (or Tapestry for nursery and Reception) in order to complete the activities. These will continue to 

follow the same format. There are a number of local companies who have kindly said that they will print 

resources to support with learning at home. One is N Alderson Funeral Directors, who are a family of a 

child in school. Please email the resources that you would like printing to enquiries@alderson-

funerals.co.uk and they will organise a convenient time for you to collect them. Alternatively, if you would 

still prefer to collect the printed resources from school, please email your child’s class teacher who will 

organise a convenient time to collect them. 

Live interaction with peers 

We are working hard behind the scenes to organise the opportunity for children at home to interact with 

their teacher and peers who are attending school. We are busy working through the comprehensive 

guidance around this and we will require consent from you as parents. More information will be shared with 

you shortly via a Microsoft Form which you will be required to complete in order for your child to join.  

As always, thank you for your ongoing support.  

 

Best wishes,  

Mrs C Ferguson 
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