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At Neville’s Cross we believe that access to a high quality Early Years curriculum inspires all our pupils become 
independent, engaged and active learners. Opportunities are provided for our pupils to explore all seven areas of 
learning as outlined in the EYFS framework. Children learn through a balance of child and adult initiated activities, 
where they are able to learn new skills as well as practicing and revisiting those already taught. At Neville's Cross 
we believe play to be at the heart of all learning, meaning the children experience a range of hands-on, practical 
activities where they can learn holistically. Our curriculum is designed so that the children’s prior knowledge is 
taken into account, celebrated and built upon. Children are active learners and are encouraged to problem solve and 
think critically when encountering new challenges or problems, and are also encouraged to work together with their 
peers to work collaboratively. Themes and projects are introduced each half term to thread children’s learning 
together, helping them to understand links and make sense of the world around them. Open ended activities ensure 
that emphasis is placed upon the process rather than the result, with adults supporting children to talk through their 
methods and explain their thinking. 

 
 
We believe that Early Years Educators should provide a broad and balanced curriculum which caters for the intellectual, emotional, 
physical, spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of young children. We will ensure that all children have access to this 
curriculum and make progress appropriate with their developing abilities irrespective of their gender, ethnic or social background or 
special educational needs. We value the importance of play in the Early Years environment as a medium through which young 
children learn. 
 
1. SCOPE 
 
This statement refers to children between 2 and 4 years of age who are being educated in the nursery setting and children of 4 and 
5 years of age who are being educated in the reception year, and includes those children with special educational needs in both. Our 
Children’s Centre partners also work closely within our provision for these children. 
 
2.RATIONALE 
  
We accept the Local Education Authority’s policy of supporting fully the statement made by the HMI document entitled ‘The 
Education of Children under Five’ that children’s self esteem is profoundly influenced by the regard in which they are held by others, 
including adults with whom they come into contact and that the quality of relationships in all aspects of school life is vitally 
important in shaping children’s regard for themselves and others. 
 
We recognise that children enter the early years settings with varying levels of experience, confidence and competence, and that 
while some have had a broad range of experience, can converse and relate well to others, speak clearly, use writing tools, count and 
display good listening skills, others have not yet begun to develop such competencies and are still dependent on adults and peers.  
In planning our curriculum we will take into account this range of development and ability, and ensure that targets are suitably 
differentiated with tasks appropriate to the needs of individual children. 
 
3. CO-ORDINATORS ROLE 
 
The Early Years co-ordinator works to support all the staff in Early Years. This can include: 
 Preparing a draft policy for staff discussion 
 Advice 
 Help in planning 
 Yearly Early Years Development Plan 
 Leading staff meetings 
 INSET 
 Co-ordinating resources 
 Monitoring and evaluating resources 
 Monitoring EYFS assessments within the school tracking system and the reporting of end of year data for reception. 
 
This role also includes a review of teacher’s plans and children’s records within nursery and reception. 
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3. AIMS  
 
We, as Early Years Educators, aim: 
 
 To provide an environment which is clean, lively, stimulating and challenging, where children feel warm, comfortable, welcome, 

safe, secure and valued. 
 
 To provide a balanced range of child initiated activities and planned play experiences relevant to the developmental stage of 

each individual child, regardless of gender or ethnicity, to enable each child to achieve success and develop at their own 
individual pace. 

 
 To establish and develop a partnership between parents and school so that staff and parents share a detailed knowledge of their 

children. 
 
 To encourage independence, self-confidence, a questioning attitude, curiosity, reasoning and decision making. 
 
 To foster the social, emotional, physical, aesthetic, moral and cognitive development of each individual child. 
 
 To provide staff who will care for them and encourage them to use resources which are clean, well cared for and safe. 
 
 To ensure that children have space to move around, time to practise and try things out, and have their successes celebrated and 

rewarded. 
 
 To deliver a well-balanced and structured curriculum which is based on the three prime areas and four specific areas of learning 

and takes into account the importance of play. 
 
In fulfilling these aims we recognise that how children are encouraged to learn is as important as what they learn, and that 
purposeful play is a young child’s work. 
 
Objectives 
For objectives, see Section entitled ‘Early Learning Goals.’ 
 
4. THE CURRICULUM 
 
Our curriculum is guided by the document ‘Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage’. 
  
The Early Years curriculum contains areas of learning: 
 
Prime 
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development; 
 Communication and Language; 
 Physical Development; 
Specific 
 Literacy; 
 Mathematics; 
 Understanding the World; 
 Expressive Arts and Design 
 
The content of the curriculum will reflect these areas of learning.  What the child is offered will be related to exploring and 
understanding ideas, the development of skills and attitudes and the acquisition of knowledge will be appropriate to the level of 
development of each child. One experience may provide a child with opportunities to develop a number of competencies, skills and 
concepts across several areas of learning. 
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Successful personal, social and emotional development is a pre-requisite for success in all other areas of learning.  Experiences and 
support will be provided to enable children develop a positive sense of themselves.  To provide the best opportunities for our children 
we will plan for: 
 
 activities that promote emotional, moral, spiritual and social development alongside intellectual development; 
 
 experiences that help children develop autonomy and the disposition to learn; 
 
 opportunities to give positive encouragement to children with practitioners acting as positive role models; 
 
 positive images in, for example, books and displays that challenge children’s thinking; 
 
 opportunities for children to work alone and in small and large groups; 
 
 activities which are imaginative and enjoyable; 
 
 the development of independence skills in those children who are highly dependent upon adult support for personal care; 
 
 support and a structured approach to achieve the successful social and emotional development of vulnerable children and those 

with particular behavioural difficulties, including those with autistic spectrum disorders; 
 
 opportunities for play and learning that take account of children’s particular religious and cultural beliefs; 
 
 constructive relationships between children, practitioners, between practitioners and children, with parents and with workers 

from other agencies; 
 
 opportunities to observe, assess and plan the next stage in children’s learning in order to set realistic, achievable targets; 
 
 relevant training to improve practitioners’ knowledge, skills and understanding. 
 
Communication and Language  
Communication and language underpins learning in a number of key skills, together with having the confidence, opportunity, 
encouragement, support and disposition to use them. This area of learning includes speaking and listening in different situations 
and for different purposes. 
  
 opportunities for children to communicate thoughts, feelings and 

ideas to an adult and to each other; 
 
 speaking and listening activities which include children speaking  

and listening to an adult and each other; 
 
 opportunities to participate in musical activities; 
 
 opportunities to link sound to letters; 
 
 activities which are imaginative and enjoyable; 
 
 additional time and opportunities to develop the spoken language and talk of those children who have difficulty with oral skills, 

working if necessary with bilingual workers and speech and language therapists; 
 
 early identification and response to any particular difficulties in children’s language development; 
 
 opportunities for children who use alternative communication systems, ways of recording and accessing text to develop their 

skills in these methods; 
 
 opportunities to observe, assess and plan the next stage in children’s learning in order to set realistic, achievable targets; 
 
 relevant training to improve practitioners’ knowledge, skills and understanding. 
 
 relevant training to improve practitioners’ knowledge, skills and understanding. 
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Physical Development 

             At this stage young children grow rapidly. They need to develop confidence and control of the way they move and the way they 
handle tools and equipment. They need to be active and to move about in order to develop many of these fundamental skills. To 
provide the best opportunities for our children we will plan for: 
 
 activities that offer appropriate physical challenges; 
 
 sufficient space, indoors and outdoors, to set up relevant activities; 
 
 sufficient time for children to use a range of equipment; 
 
 resources that can be used in a variety of ways or to support specific skills; 
 
 activities which are imaginative and enjoyable; 
 
 time and opportunities for children with physical disabilities or motor impairments to develop their physical skills, working as 

necessary with physiotherapists and occupational therapists; 
 
 additional adult help, if necessary, to support individuals and to encourage increased independence in physical activities; 
 
 opportunities to observe, assess and plan the next stage in children’s learning in order to set realistic, achievable targets; 
 
 relevant training to improve practitioners’ knowledge, skills and understanding. 
 
Literacy  
In this are of learning children are developing the skills, knowledge and understanding to be able to read a range of simple texts 
and use recognisable letters to write for a variety of purposes. To provide the best opportunities for our children we will plan for: 
 
 activities to develop sound recognition and to use this when they are  blending and segmenting; 
 
 opportunities for children to hear, use, see and read familiar words; 
 
 opportunities to see adults writing, and for children to write for themselves; 
 
 opportunities to share and enjoy a wide range of rhymes, poetry, stories and non-fiction books in the setting and at home with 

parents; 
 
 help for those children who use a means of communication other than spoken English in developing and understanding specific 

language; 
 
 opportunities to observe, assess and plan the next stage in children’s learning in order to set realistic, achievable targets ; 
 
 relevant training to improve practitioners’ knowledge, skills and understanding. 
 
 
Mathematics 
Mathematical development, including later numeracy, depends on becoming confident and competent in learning and using key 
skills.  This area of learning includes counting, sorting, matching, seeing patterns and working with numbers, shapes, space and 
measures. Mathematical understanding will be developed through stories, songs, games and imaginative play so that children enjoy 
using and experimenting with numbers, including numbers larger than 10. To provide the best opportunities for our children we will 
plan for: 
 
 many different activities, some of which will focus on mathematical development and some of which will draw out the 

mathematical learning in other activities, including observing numbers and patterns in the environment and daily routines; 
 
 practical activities underpinned by oral development; 
 
 activities which are imaginative and enjoyable; 
 
 help for those children who use a means of communication other than spoken English in developing and understanding specific 

mathematical language; 
 
 opportunities to observe, assess and plan the next stage in children’s learning in order to set realistic and achievable targets; 
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 training to improve practitioners’ knowledge, skills and understanding. 
Understanding the World 
In this area of learning, children are developing the skills, knowledge and understanding that help them to make sense of the world.  
This forms the foundation for later work in science, history, geography, design and technology and technology.  To provide the best 
opportunities for our children we will plan for: 
 
 activities based on first-hand experience that encourage exploration, observation, problem solving, prediction, critical thinking 

and discussion 
 

 an environment with a wide range of activities inside and outside that attract children’s interest and curiosity; 
 

 activities which are imaginative and enjoyable; 
 
 activities which promote an understanding of a range of technology and to be able to select and use technology for a purpose.  
  
 adult support in helping children communicate and record orally and in other ways; 
 
 supplementary experiences and information for children with sensory impairment; 
 
 opportunities to observe, assess and plan the next stage in children’s learning in order to set realistic, achievable targets; 
 
 relevant training to improve practitioners’ knowledge, skills and understanding. 
 
 
Expressive Arts and Design 
Creativity is fundamental to successful learning. Aspects include art, music, dance, role-play and imaginative play. Being creative 
enables children to make connections between one area of learning and another and so extend their understanding. To provide the 
best opportunities for our children we will plan for: 
 
 a rich environment in which creativity and expressiveness are valued; 
 
 a wide range of activities that children can respond to by using many senses; 
 
 sufficient time for children to explore, develop ideas and finish working on their ideas; 
 
 resources from different cultures to stimulate different ways of thinking; 
 
 opportunities to work alongside artists and other talented adults; 
 
 activities which are imaginative and enjoyable; 
 
 physical contact and guidance for children with visual impairment to access materials, spaces and movements; 
 
 opportunities for children with a hearing impairment to experience sound through physical contact with instruments and other 

sources of sound; 
 
 opportunities for children who cannot communicate orally to respond to music in different ways, such as gestures; 

 
 accommodating children’s specific religious or cultural beliefs relating to particular forms of art or methods of representation; 

 
 opportunities to observe, assess and plan the next stage in children’s learning in order to set realistic, achievable targets; 

 
 relevant training to improve practitioners’ knowledge, skills and understanding. 
 

        In the early years settings Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage which provide steps to the Early Learning Goals 
(expectations for most children to reach by the end of the Reception year) provide the basis for long term planning. The learning 
goals are also organised in the seven areas of learning as in the curriculum. 
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Prime Areas 
 
Personal, Social & Emotional Development 
Making Relationships 
Early Learning Goal 
Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. They take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. 
They show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other children. 
Self Confidence and Self Awareness  
Early Learning Goal 
Children are confident to try new activities. And say why they like some activities more than others. They are confident to speak in 
a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for their chosen activities. They say when they 
do or don’t need help. 
Managing Feelings and Behaviour 
Early Learning Goal 
Children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own and other’s behaviour, and its consequences, and know 
that some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow the rules. They adjust their 
behaviour to different situations, and take changes of routine in their stride. 
 
Communication and Language 
Listening and Attention 
Early Learning Goal 
Children listen attentively in arrange of situations. They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what 
they hear with relevant comments questions or actions. They give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, 
while engaged in another activity. 
 
 
Understanding 
Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and 
in response to stories or events. 
Speaking 
Children express themselves effectively. Showing awareness o listeners needs. They use past, present and future forms accurately 
when talking about events that have happened or are to happen in the future. They develop their own narratives and explanation 
by connecting ideas or events. 
 
Physical Development 
Moving and Handling 
Children show good control and co-ordination in large and small movements. They move confidently in a range of ways, safely 
negotiating space. They handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing. 
Health and Self-care  
Children know the importance fro good health of physical exercise, and healthy diet, and talk about ways to keep healthy and safe. 
They manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs successfully, including dressing and going to the toilet independently. 
 
Literacy 
Reading 
Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. 
They also read some common irregular words. They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have 
read. 
Writing  
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular 
common words. They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others 
are phonetically plausible. 
 
Mathematics 
Number 
Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place them in order and say which number is one more or one less than a 
given number. Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single digit numbers and count on and back to find the 
answer. They solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing. 
Shape Space and Measure   
Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and 
objects and to solve problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday objects and 
shapes and use mathematical language to describe them.   
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Understanding the World 
People and Communities 
Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children 
don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and 
others, and among families, communities and traditions. 
The World 
Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the 
features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of 
animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes. 
Technology 
Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. They select and use technology for 
particular purposes. 
 
Expressive Arts and Design 
Exploring and Using Media and Materials 
Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
Being Imaginative 
Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent 
their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories. 
 
 
 
5. PARENTS 
 
Children need to know that adults who are important in their lives are all working together. Parents/carers are actively encouraged 
to spend time in the early years settings and become involved with early years activities. Staff make parents feel welcome and 
valued. Links are made with parents before children enter nursery and developed within family initiatives and parent workshops. 
Tapestry is used across EYFS so parents can work in partnership with school in the learning journey of their child.  
 
6. STUDENTS 
Teachers are responsible for the well being and development of students within the early years settings. Students are encouraged to 
follow the good practice guidelines within the student files. The teacher within each early years setting is responsible for monitoring 
development and giving oral and written feedback to students. 
 
 
7. LIAISON 
 
Transition from Home to Nursery Setting 
 We recognise that some of our children will have already experienced pre-school education through day nurseries, but for some this 
will be their first introduction to an environment outside the home. We intend to provide a smooth transition from home to nursery 
by following these strategies: - 
 
 Parents visit the nursery setting to register the child on or after his/her second birthday. 
 
 Regular multi-agency meetings with Early Years teachers and Health visitors, Educational Psychologists, Speech Therapists etc. 
 
 Parents are invited to visit the nursery setting and contribute to the start of their child’s ‘Learning Journey’. 
 
 Parents are invited to spend time in nursery with their child and talk to key workers about speech and language development 

within play situations. 
 
 Parents are encouraged to spend time with their child within the nursery setting engaging in play. 
 
 Baseline assessment takes place during the first five weeks, using Baseline Assessment EYFS development bands.  
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Transition from Nursery Setting to Reception 
 Parents are invited to view the reception setting prior to receiving A.F.1. 
 
 Reception teachers visit nursery for short sessions on a weekly basis throughout the Summer Term. 
 
 Nursery children attend P.E. lessons in the school hall. 
 
 Exchange sessions between nursery and reception teachers to meet children in familiar surroundings. 
 
 Parents are encouraged to visit reception settings with their children. 
 
 
 Development Matters in the EYFS assessments continue through nursery and reception. Any concerns on entry are discussed 

during team meetings. 
 
 
 
 
8. SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS and Disability 
 
We follow the guidance set out in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 Years which has been 
Statutory since September 2014. This places an emphasis on child and parent involvement and early identification and intervention. 
We recognise the need to plan for each child’s individual learning requirements, including those who need additional support or 
have particular needs, long term medical conditions or disabilities. The focus will be on removing barriers for children where these 
already exist and on preventing learning difficulties from developing. We have a key role to play in identifying learning needs, 
responding appropriately to any area of particular difficulty and to develop effective strategies to meet these needs. Whenever 
possible we will work together with other agencies to provide the best learning opportunities for individual children. 
Some SEN children will be identified before entry to nursery during their time within Children’s Centre groups. Some children may 
be identified as needing shared provision between Sure Start and Nursery. This is now working very successfully. 
We will ensure that all children have access to a broad, balanced curriculum which includes all early learning goals with appropriate 
strategies to maximise progress. Provision for children with Special Educational Needs is the responsibility of all early years 
practitioners including class teachers, support staff and the SENCO when appropriate. 
 
9. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 
All teaching and non-teaching staff at Neville’s Cross Primary School are responsible for ensuring that all children, irrespective of 
gender, ethnicity, ability and social background have access to the whole curriculum and make the greatest possible progress. All 
children from entry into the nursery setting until the end of the reception year have equal access to the early years curriculum 
through any one academic year. Day to day monitoring of the provision of equal opportunities is the responsibility of the class 
teachers. General monitoring is the responsibility of the Head Teacher and the Deputy. 
 
10. ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment in the early years setting is an ongoing process beginning with an on entry assessment started within the first five weeks 
of a child’s entry into the nursery setting. The school has adopted County Durham’s format for Development Matters in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage assessment. Assessments are mainly made through play based observations.  


