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Friday 16th October 2020 

 

IMPORTANT 

Update for Dropping Off and Pick Up Arrangements for After Half Term 

 

Below are reviewed and updated arrangements for dropping and collecting your 

child(ren) after half term.  

 
We worked hard over the summer term and holiday period to put plans in place to 

minimise risk as far as we deemed possible in school. We have continued to review 

these and are making amendments as some areas are not working as well as we 

had hoped, we have listened to feedback and we want to support you as parents as 

much as is possible.  

 
There is a still a lack of social distancing between some parents while they are on 

the playground. There are also some parents that when they are approaching staff 

are not keeping a distance. We continue to encourage the use of a face mask or 

face covering for this same reason. 

 
We are pleased that so far we have had no positive covid cases among school staff 

or children in school but there has been an increase in the number of parents that 

have tested positive. With this in mind, you can understand our concerns when 

parents are grouping on the yard or approaching staff members.  

 
I am saddened to hear that a number of parents have chosen to share concerns 

about the measures that we have put in place to minimise risk for our school 

community via social media rather than by contacting school directly. We have a 

dedicated staff team who have and are working incredibly hard so it is disheartening 

that some parents do not value this commitment as others do. 
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Updated start and finish times – to begin after half term, Monday 2nd November  

As per government guidance, we will continue to stagger the start and finish times to 

reduce congestion on school site. Once you have dropped or collected your 

child(ren) please exit the school site immediately.  

Please note that you will receive a letter on Monday that will further confirm the start 

and finish time for your child(ren).  

 

Start times: 

8:40am 

Children in Years 5 and 6 with siblings in school (and their siblings) 

 

8:50am 

Children in Years 3 and 4 with younger siblings in school and their siblings (with no 

older siblings in Y5/6) 

Year 5 and 6 children who have NO siblings in school 

  

9:00am 

Reception, Year 1, 2, 3 and 4 children with NO siblings in school 

 

9:15am 

Nursery children with NO siblings in school 

 

Finish times: 

3:10pm 

Children in Years 5 and 6 with siblings in school (and their siblings) 

 

3:20pm 

Children in Years 3 and 4 with younger siblings in school and their siblings (with no 

older siblings in Y5/6) 

Year 5 and 6 children who have NO siblings in school 

3:30pm 

Reception, Year 1, 2, 3 and 4 children with NO siblings in school 

 

3:45pm 

Nursery children with NO siblings in school 



 

I understand that some of these times may be slightly different for you if you only 

have one child in our school. We sincerely hope that this does not cause 

inconvenience and that the increased efficiency of flow of parents accessing and 

leaving school site helps you to feel safer too. 

 

Access to the playground and waiting area 

The path up onto the playground will be extended with a cordon so that you continue 

further towards the back of the playground to wait for your child. It’s really important 

that you distance from one another. As you will no longer be waiting to drop other 

children, we ask that you leave school site as soon as your children have gone into 

class. 

 

At home time, there should be little waiting time, as we ask that you only arrive at the 

time you are collecting your child(ren). The playground will be clearly marked for 

parents and we ask that you wait at the side of the playground for your YOUNGEST 

child. Older siblings will come to you at that side too. The markings will be there to 

keep staff and other children as safe as possible.  

 

Access from the playground, down the steps to the path on the field 

We ask again that you wear sensible footwear. Please do not cut the corner of the 

path as this is treading mud onto the running track. Unfortunately, we are unable to 

provide ramp access for pushchairs due to the location and steepness of the bank 

either side of the steps. We are unable to add a covering to this area. We do not 

encourage using these areas as access and should you choose to do so it is at your 

own risk. I would like to make it very clear that we are always here to help. Please 

ask a member of staff who will happily help you down the steps with your pushchair. 

This includes during the times of wraparound provision.  

 

Below is a summary: 

 

• Please wear a face covering when you enter school grounds. 

• Keep your distance from others. 

• Only one parent or carer should bring or collect a child (or siblings). 

• Please keep your child(ren) with you at all times (children from different 

bubbles are mixing before or after school and we are working very hard to 



keep bubbles of children separate should there be a positive case of COVID 

in school). 

• When walking along the path and exiting school please keep your distance 

and walk behind fellow parents (not alongside). 

• Please use the children’s planners and class emails for communication with 

teachers.  

 

I am positive that these adjustments will support our school community in keeping as 

safe as is possible while at school. Some other local schools do not allow parents on 

site at all and it would sadden me to make the same decision meaning that you drop 

and collect your children from the gate on Relly Path.  

 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank the many parents that have been so 

supportive and who are working with us to minimise risk as much as is possible. I 

have shared before that we have a number of vulnerable adults and children in our 

school community in respect of COVID and implications of them contracting it.  

 

I am dedicated and work hard for the whole school community and it is with great 

pleasure that I lead our wonderful school, even in these times of great difficulty, but 

that undoubtedly means making difficult decisions that all parents may not 

understand or agree with. Please be assured these decisions are always made with 

the best interests of our whole school community at heart.  

 

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Mrs C Ferguson 


