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Wednesday 24th June 2020 

 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and the Neville’s Cross Community  

  
Firstly I would like to thank you all for looking after the most valuable members 

of our school community, the children. I know it has been an extremely difficult 
and challenging time for everyone trying to juggle working or not working, living 
on top of one another, supporting others close to us and trying to provide 

meaningful experiences for our families. I know the staff at Neville’s Cross 
are missing your children and very much looking forward to seeing them in 

school again.  
  

If you have any connection with the education system you will know that the 
guidance has been changing and evolving rapidly and continues to do so with 
little notice to implement plans. Although decisions around re-opening ultimately 

lie with the head, the Governors have a duty of care to the whole community 
and have worked closely with the school and reviewed plans accordingly. I would 

like to thank Mrs Ferguson for writing an extremely comprehensive risk 
assessment and working with other staff and liaising with other schools to create 
realistic plans for our school. Every option has been carefully considered. The 

safety of our community has been at the heart of all our decisions.   
  

Since the start of lockdown Governors have held online emergency meetings as 
well as scheduled full governing body meetings to discuss and review the ever-
changing guidance from the government and the local authority. As Chair, I 

have also been regularly in contact with Mrs Ferguson. As a full 
governing body we voted unanimously to not open the school to more children 

on 1st June as it was clear at that time the risks were too high, this was later the 
advice also given by the local authority. Last week, again unanimously we 
agreed to open up a further 3 bubbles to allow more children to return. I would 

like to thank our governors for volunteering their time as always to support the 
school, but particularly as they have their own work and life stresses during this 

time. Our top priority as governors is always what is best for the little 
people and staff in our school community.   
  

The restrictions placed on educational settings have put unprecedented 
pressures on the staff. As professionals who take great pride and satisfaction in 

helping your children flourish, it is difficult for them to remain so distant, while 
providing some structure to help you. As we move towards welcoming more 
children back into school, the pressures on their time will increase, as they will 

be in class during the day as well as preparing materials for those children who 
need to remain at home. Let’s not forget that they also have all the personal 

pressures associated with the current situation. I know you will give them your 
full support, and I thank you for that. I would like to thank all the staff at 
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Neville’s Cross Primary School and Nursery for their continued hard work, 

patience and resilience during lockdown.  
  
It has been an extremely difficult time for everyone and I know that a lot of 

children will have heard the Prime Minister on TV tell them they would be coming 
back to school in June.  It would be wonderful to be able to have everyone back 

and I know managing the expectations and disappointment of both your children 
and yourselves is extremely testing.  
  

You will all know our building - it has many challenges which make it impossible 
to meet the current government guidelines around social distancing, hygiene 

and cleaning recommendations to enable all children to come back at the 
moment. The implementation of current guidance means that we are using 

all non-shielding staff and viable areas of the school building to accommodate 
our key worker and vulnerable children.   
  

We are in an environment of rapidly-changing guidance, which is often racing to 
catch up with political announcements. Please rest assured that we will not make 

change until we are sure that it is safe to do so. Governors will continue to work 
with the school and continue to assess different strategies and scenarios based 
on the evidence and guidance as soon as it becomes available.   

  
With very best wishes  
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Dr Jenny Search on behalf of the Governing body  
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