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Update 22nd May 2020 

 

Dear Parent and Carers, 
 

Thank you for your patience and support during this unprecedented time. 

I will firstly provide clarity on why as a school we are unable to open to the year groups stipulated by the 

government. It’s important to note here that we have not yet confirmed whether or not we will be expanding our 
opening to more vulnerable children and those whose parents are keyworkers. 

Each school context, even for schools nearby to us, is different. The make up staff, buildings and resou rces are 

unique to NX. We have a large proportion of our staff team who are shielding. This immediately reduces the 
number of ‘bubbles ’ (groups) that we are able to accommodate in school. The government guidance stipulates no 
more than 15 children to a bubble but our classrooms do not allow 15 children in some of the potential bubbles. 

I have worked tirelessly with school leaders to undertake the risk assessments associated with ‘opening’ school 
to more children. These have been shared with our governing body and we are meeting  early next week to 
review the risk assessments, provisional plans as well as local authority and union advice. 

I know that some of you are disappointed that it is unlikely your child will return to school before the summer (and 

maybe not at all if they are in Y6). I am too. You may be sad as they are missing out on education, they’re 

missing their friends or closure from a huge part of their schooling life to date. But the safety and health of our 

children, staff and families remain our priority. Those children who have attended school since school ‘closed’ 
have attended childcare similar to that of a holiday club, with children mixed from nursery to Y6. Nonetheless, I 
do know that it is a really difficult time as a parent.  

Throughout this I have liaised with local head teachers and will continue to do so. Further information regarding 
transition for Y6 will follow once I know more from Durham Johns ton, St. Leonard’s and Parkside. 

From June, if we open to more keyworker and vulnerable children, children will be in mixed age bubbles. This is 

to minimise the mixing of children. It keeps siblings together as well as those children who have already been 
attending school. We will try minimise the age gap between children but are restricted by numbers. 

To ensure fairness to those children at home and to support staff and their workload (managing being back in 

school full time whilst still responsible for children not in school) the children in school will undertake the same 

tasks that are set on Tapestry and Seesaw. They will also work through the workbooks that we have provided to 
all children. 

You may have seen photographs of primary classrooms with desks set apart and no soft furnishings. As sad as 

this is to see it will be reality for the children attending NX from June if the government meets its 5 tests  and we 
progress with opening to more children. 

I will update you further after our governing body meeting and the government announcement on Thursday 28th, 
and if necessary will share details of drop off/ pick up arrangements, clothing, lunch and staffing etc. 

Unfortunately, it is still not known if breakfast or teatime club provision will be able to safely operate from June 
due to an increase in numbers, limited staffing and resources. 

For those who have needed to access the emergency childcare to date, please remember that we are closed on 
1st June. I will update all parents and carers of our position next week. 

Best Wishes, 

Mrs C Ferguson 
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